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Read Matthew 1:18-25 
 

In the New Testament, we see the ultimate kinsman-redeemer in Jesus Christ, who 
redeemed us from sin by shedding his blood (1 Peter 1:18-19). In many respects, Boaz 
typifies Christ. Donald A. Leggett writes, "In the actions of Boaz as goel we see 
foreshadowed the saving work of Jesus Christ, his later descendant."  Dr. Leggett goes on 
to explain: "As Boaz had the right of redemption and yet clearly was under no obligation to 
intervene on Ruth’s behalf, so it is with Christ. As Boaz, seeing the plight of the poor 
widows, came to their rescue because his life was governed by Yahweh and his laws, so 
also of the Messiah it is prophesied that his life would be governed by the law of God and 
that he would deal justly and equitably with the poor and with those who were oppressed 
(Ps. 72:2, 4, 12, 13; Isa. 11:4)" (The Levirate and Goel Institutions in the Old Testament With Special Attention 
to the Book of Ruth,Mack Publishing Company, 1974, p. 298).   http://www.gci.org/bible/hist/ruth3 

 
The Book of Ruth gave us a snippet of the seed’s journey.  It marked where we were at that 
point in time.  Matthew picks up where Ruth left off.  Matthew then pinpoints the specific 
moment when the promise of Genesis 3:15 finds fulfillment.  Not only does it pinpoint the 
person but it invites us into the very specific elements surrounding the actual event.  It is 
intimate and personal. 
 
The seed’s journey up to this point is carefully laid out for the reader in the first seventeen 
verses.  It is with verses 18 and following that we encounter the “scandal” of His birth.  Mary 
was engaged to be married to Joseph.  Yet prior to their actual wedding, she is found to be 
with child.  Joseph knew he was not the father and the idea of a virgin birth by means of the 
Holy Spirit as a means of explaining his/her predicament was not considered a viable option 
for Joseph. 
 
Although Joseph had Davidic blood coursing through his veins, he was in his own right a man 
of integrity and calm.  His deep love for Mary is notable in his desire not to disgrace her 
publicly.  In his time of great need and profound personal loss and dismay, he is visited by an 
angel of the Lord.  Both his willingness to deal with the matter privately and God’s mercy in 
sending an angel of the Lord to explain Mary’s condition are equally grace-filled acts. 
 
Although the angel explained to him how Mary came to be pregnant, it is still profound and 
unimaginable.  How does one explain a “virgin” birth?  Why would God involve Himself in 
the conceiving of a child?  Why would natural law be so severally circumvented? 
 
Yet the angel continues, “She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will 
save His people from their sins.”  This alone is significant, but not entirely outside the scope of 
God’s intervention within the history of the nation.  This one who is to be called Jesus is also in 
fulfillment of promises spoken by prophets of old, “BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH 
CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL,” 
which translated means, “GOD WITH US.” 
 



 

As shadow, Ruth’s portrayal of the kinsman-redeemer takes significance from the substance 
and not the other way around.  The antitype or fulfillment infuses meaning to the type or 
shadow.  The kinsman-redeemer had to be . . .  
 

1. A blood relative. 
2. He must have the necessary resources to carry out the responsibilities. 
3. He must be willing to carry out the responsibilities.  Thus, the kinsman-redeemer 

would . . .  
a. Buy back lost property 
b. Buy back indentured slaves 
c. Perpetuate lost bloodlines 
d. Avenge murdered relatives 

 

A magnificent silhouette of the Master appears here, which prefigures his redemptive grace 
with centuries of anticipation. As our Redeemer, He is made flesh, comes in human form (John 
1:14; Phil. 2:5-8). By his willingness to identify himself with humanity (as Boaz did with his 
family), Christ has finished the work of redeeming us from our condition. Even more, Ruth's 
inability to change her situation typifies the absolute human defenselessness (Rom. 5:6), and 
Boaz's disposition to pay the complete price of Ruth's restoration (4:9) anticipates the payment 
that Christ offered for our salvation (1 Cor. 6:20; Gal. 3:13; 1 Pet. 1:18, 19). 
 

The common denominator of all circumstances is simply that the kinsman-redeemer did for 
his relative what that relative could not do for himself.  

 

Joseph is not ignorant of the curse placed on his line through Jeconiah (Jeremiah 22:24-30).  Yet 
he is just as aware of Mary as a descendent of David’s son Nathan.  Although He is not 
promised that his son will sit on the throne of David, whose kingdom will know no end, he is 
promised that his child will be the Savior from sins.  By his son’s presence, God will be among 
His people.  His son’s legal right comes from his line, but it will be through Mary that his son 
Jesus will bypass the Jeconiah curse and sit on David’s throne. 
 

All of this occurs in a dream.  In obedience to the Lord he loves and the woman to whom he is 
betrothed, he receives Mary unto himself and she becomes his wife.  The text is careful to note 
how he did not know Mary sexually until after the birth of their virgin born son who is both 
savior and God incarnate.   
 

We must not deceive ourselves into thinking everyone accepted and received this unusually 
story.  Both Joseph and Mary bore the scorn from their pagan community.  Yet both of them 
stood in the integrity of their heart-of-hearts.  They were people of faith and believed the 
promise.  We must not believe their lives were any different than ours.  There was struggle in 
the ebb and flow of daily existence.  Yet under-girding all of this was the subtle and steeled 
girders of a tried and tested faith.   
 

There is so much more to speak of when considering The Story, but here is where Matthew 
leaves us in the inaugural fulfillment of a promise reaching back to the very dawning of life.  
Jesus is the Savior of sinners and in His birth, God resides/tabernacles among His people.  O 
what wonderment is provided for all who have seeing eyes and hearing ears.  My our joy find 
a resting place in the provided Son. 


